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Regional Development Database

Tracking and anticipating 
development trends across 
Metro Boston is a challenging 
endeavor. Each municipality has its own 
planning office and building inspector, 
with no regional system for development 
applications or building permits. Housing 
and job growth can only be measured “after 
the fact” through data sources that often 
lack critical detail about location or other 
development attributes.  

MAPC’s Development Database paints a vivid 
picture of the region’s growth trends, 
through an interactive website that 
allows local, state, and private-sector 
users to view, edit, and contribute 
information about thousands 
of development projects recently 
completed or in the pipeline, with details 
about each project. This map shows 
projects completed in the past year 
or two, as well as those in or nearing 
construction. This group totals over 60,000 
housing units and 75 million square feet 
of commercial development. The dense mix 
of growth in the Inner Core comprises 45% 
to 50% of estimated new housing and 
jobs, with the balance distributed among 
scattered, mostly single-use developments. 

This tool can help communities and state 
agencies get a fuller picture of development 
trends in “real time” as they regulate 
and invest in sustainable and equitable 
development. The Executive Office of 
Housing and Economic Development will 
be using the database to measure progress 
toward the state’s housing production goal 
of 10,000 multifamily units annually.  At 
the regional level, the database is a key 
input into the MetroFuture Population and 
Employment Projections to support the 
Regional Transportation Plan and Regional 
Housing Plan. To explore the database, visit 
dd.mapc.org. 
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Riverview Place, Salem: 
Redevelopment of a 
contaminated leather factory 
site for 130 apartments along 
the North River canal. 

30 Haven Street, Reading: 53 
apartments (20% affordable) 
and 20,000 square feet of 
retail in Reading’s Downtown 
Smart Growth Overlay District.

Sudbury Village, Sudbury: 
72 housing units proposed 
through the comprehensive 
permit process.

Genzyme Expansion, 
Framingham & Southborough: 
Construct an additional 350,000 
square feet of office, research, 
and manufacturing facilities in 
an existing technology park.

SouthField, Weymouth & 
Rockland: Redevelopment of a 
formal naval air station to create 
3,800 housing units and up to 2 
million square feet of retail, office, 
and industrial space.

250 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge: 
572,000 square 
feet of lab space 
for Novartis.

Fan Pier, Boston: 
Construction of a 1.5 million 
square feet building for 
Vertex Pharmaceuticals in 
the Seaport District. 

Assembly Row, Somerville: 2,100 
housing units and 2.6 million 
square feet of commercial space 
on a redevelopment site adjacent 
to the Mystic River and a new 
Orange Line station. 
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