
SCHOOL WALKABILITY
KIDS ARE COMMUTERS TOO!

Targeted investments in 
walk to school programs 
in our region could greatly 
reduce auto commutes and 
associated greenhouse gas 
emissions, while improving 
kids’ health.
Thousands of schools across the country have ini-
tiatives that encourage students and their parents to 
choose walking, biking, and other non-auto modes for 
commutes to and from school. Often called Safe Routes 
to School (SRTS), these programs generally seek to 

transportation for students, air quality improvements, 
and reduced congestion. There is growing interest in 
the potential for SRTS programs to reduce auto vehicle 
miles traveled (VMTs) and associated greenhouse gas 
emissions. A commonly-cited statistic1 suggests that 
auto school commutes account for 10–14% of all ve-
hicles on the road during morning peak periods. This 

to school might also measurably reduce emissions, and 
it raises the question of where investments in walk to 
school programs might yield the greatest reduction in 
auto commutes and associated VMT.

MAPC and WalkBoston developed methods to 
evaluate school walkability in Metro Boston. The 
Walkability Index expresses the probability that a 
student living within a given grid cell is within walk-
ing distance of a school to which he or she might be 
assigned. It is a function of the total number of school 
grades within walking distance of a given grid cell, 
divided by the total number of possible grades. In this 
three-dimensional rendering, the height of the grid 
cell represents the number of school-age children 
(ages 5–17) living in that cell. Locations with high 
index values and a large school age population have 
the highest potential for walking or biking as the main 

Data Source: MAPC Analysis, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Census 2010
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View Looking North school commute mode. Programs and infrastructure 
investments in these areas are likely to reach a larger 
target market and have a wider impact as compared to 
programs and investments in areas with fewer stu-
dents and walkable grades. Cities and towns in the 
Inner Core and Regional Urban Centers like Quincy 
and Lynn show a great deal of opportunity for walk 
to school investments, but there are also many areas 
in the surrounding suburban communities that show 
potential as well. For more information about MAPC’s 
analysis, see our report Kids are Commuters Too! at 
mapc.org/srts.
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