
AGRICULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES IN MAGIC
GROW LOCAL, EAT LOCAL

The Minuteman Advisory 
Group on Interlocal 
Coordination (MAGIC) 
subregion holds enormous 
agricultural resources and 
opportunities. Protecting 
these resources and 
encouraging more local 
farming would not only 
boost the local economy 
and, create jobs, but they 
could also improve the 
quality of life and health 
throughout Metro Boston.
Agriculture plays an important role in the Common-
wealth’s economy. The 7,700 farms across the state 
employ 14,000 workers and yield $6 billion in revenue 
every year.1 According to the latest available U.S. 
Census of Agriculture in 2007, Metro Boston is home 
to 110,000 acres of farmland with annual sales of  
$200 million.

 MAPC is aiding the efforts of local planners and 
farmers in the MAGIC subregion to expand the pro-
ductivity of agricultural land by helping to identify 
land with underutilized agricultural potential. Through 
spatial analysis of land use and environmental data, 

-
tile soil not currently developed or already being used 
as agricultural land. The general steps of our selection 
methodology are outlined in the graphic below. 

Data Source: MAPC Analysis, MassGIS, Massachusetts
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Note: Lincoln was not included in the analysis due to lack of publicly available parcel data.

Nearly 2,000 acres in area, these parcels suggest a 
diverse collection of agricultural potential in the sub-
region, ranging from utilizing open land as croplands, 
pastures, or orchards, to family farming and commu-
nity gardening in low-density residential areas. The 
results of this analysis, as well as results from a recent 
planning program, will be used by local planners in the 
MAGIC subregion, and shared with the agricultural 
community. This methodology will be useful to MAPC 
as we work with partners in 2014 to develop a Food 
Systems Plan for Massachusetts under a contract with 
the Massachusetts Food Policy Council. 
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