
Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, MAPC analysis

Despite the current recession, 
Greater Boston built new housing at 
a brisk pace during the past decade. 
Cities and towns in the MAPC region reported issuing 
building permits for 71,000 new housing units from 
2000 through 2009, increasing the region’s housing 
unit stock by nearly 6%. 

The 16 municipalities that each reported issuing 
permits for more than 1,000 units account for half of 
all housing production. Not surprisingly, Boston saw 
the largest growth, issuing permits for more than 
10,000 new housing units, with a peak of 2,400 units 
in 2006. Quincy, Cambridge, Peabody, and Waltham 
all permitted more than 1,500 units, for a combined 
total of more than 10,000. Among suburban 
communities, Hingham led the way with 
nearly 1,700 units permitted, as a result 
of a large over-55 community and 
nearly 500 units in a transit-oriented 
development at Hingham Shipyard. 

While total housing production was split 
almost evenly among the region’s urban 
and suburban municipalities, the type 
of housing differed considerably. 80% 
of permitted units in urban communities 
were in multifamily buildings, compared to 
only 40% in suburban communities. Suburban 
municipalities reported issuing permits for 14,800 
units in multifamily buildings, half of which were 
in just eight communities: Hingham, North 
Reading, Braintree, Saugus, Burlington, Canton, 
Danvers, and Franklin. Meanwhile, 50 suburban 
municipalities permitted fewer than 100 units in 
multifamily buildings over the past 10 years.

These estimates are based on monthly building 
permit data reported to the U.S. Census by 
individual municipalities. Many municipalities 
do not report regularly. At least 10 
municipalities in the MAPC region reported 
less frequently than six of every 12 months 
during the past decade, which affects not only 
this map but the annual Census population 
estimates.

Housing Unit Growth, 2000-2009

This cartogram 
shows the size of 
each municipality 
in proportion to the 
number of housing 
units permitted from 
2000 through 2009:
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